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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. "The hinge" in claim 4 lacks proper antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7-9, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Shim (US patent no. 5056,822). Shim discloses an apparatus capable of mounting 
on a shopping cart comprising a clamping device (12); a bracket (46, figure 6) 
connected to the clamping device and a panel (53) connected to the bracket; a clip (82, 
figure 6) connected to the panel; wherein the clip has a hinge (90, figure 6) including a 
lever (88, figure 6) rotatably connected to the hinge; wherein the panel has a planar 
upper surface; wherein the clamping device has a user-adjusting means of attachment 
(30, 42) includes a layer of padding (23); wherein the clamping device is a friction 
increasing means of attachment (30, 42); wherein a longer axis of the panel is parallel 
to the horizontal. 
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Applicant's intended usage for a shopping cart is not accorded with patentable 
weight. Shim's apparatus is capable of mounting onto a shopping cart. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Miller (US patent no. 2,888,761). Miller discloses an apparatus for mounting on a 
shopping cart comprising a clamping device (20); a bracket (16) connected to the 
clamping device and a panel (14) connected to the bracket; a clip (24) connected to the 
panel; wherein the clip has a hinge (26) including a lever (24) rotatably connected to the 
hinge; wherein the panel has a planar upper surface; wherein the clamping device has a 
user-adjusting means of attachment (18,20) and wherein the clamping device is a 
friction increasing means of attachment (18, 20); wherein a longer axis of the panel is 
parallel to the horizontal. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Miller (US patent no. 2,888,761 ) in view of Kagayama (US patent no. 5,332,183) and 

further in view of Prizzi (US Publication no. 20030094555). Miller disclosed all the 

claimed features of applicant's invention except for the clamp device has a hinge with 

layer of padding. Clamp device of hinge type is old and well-known. Hinge type clamp 
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device has the known advantage of ease in opening the clamp during usage. 
Kagayama teaches a clamp device for mounting onto a handle bar wherein the clamp 
has a hinge (12). Kagayama additionally teaches providing a layer of padding (31) for 
gripping onto the handle bar. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have modify the clamp of Miller such that it is a clamp of the type having a hinge 
as taught by Kagayama for ease in opening the clamp device and to provide a layer of 
padding for gripping onto the handle bar as taught by Kagayama. 

However, Miller and Kagayama combined does not disclose the hinge is of the 
living hinge type. Prizzi teaches a clamp device which can have a conventional hinge or 
a living hinge (26, figure 5) such that the device can be molded in one piece (page 2, 
paragraph 0023). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modify the hinge of Miller and Kagayama combined such that the hinge is of the living 
hinge type for ease in manufacturing the device as taught by Prizzi. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller 
(US patent no. 2,888,761) in view of Lykens (US Patent no. 6,453,588). Miller disclosed 
all the claimed features of applicant's invention except for providing the panel with 
calculator. Lykens teaches providing a calculator (23) on panel of an apparatus 
mounted on a shopping cart for ease in calculating prices. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to have provided a calculator onto the panel of Miller for 
calculating prices as taught by Lykens. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miller 
(US patent no. 2,888,761) in view of La Coste (US Patent no. 5,823,500). Miller 
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disclosed all the claimed features of applicant's invention except for providing two spring 
clips on opposite sides of the panel. La Coste teaches providing two spring clips (7 
and 30) on opposite sides of the panel (c) for grasping the upper and lower end of a 
tablet supported thereon. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide additional spring clip onto the lower end of the panel of Miller as taught by La 
Coste for grasping the lower end of the sheet supported thereon. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The remaining prior art of record demonstrate panel with clamp 
devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8079. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie Braun can be reached on 703-308-2156. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Korie H. Chan 
Primary Examiner 
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